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What we use currently…

NERC currently uses the “Marine Facilities Planning” website to plan 
and programme all of the offshore activities of UK science from grant 
application stage onwards.

It looks like this…



This allows us to see very quickly 



However…

The system is old,

Unintuitive for new users

Only editable by specialist programmers



The replacement for the MFP is the Voyage 
Planning Tool (VPT), which is being developed 
jointly by NERC and NIOZ

It looks like this…

http://nerc.marinefacilitiesplanning.com/



The VPT gives us a number of advantages over the old system;

More user friendly and intuitive

Technical entries are editable by technical staff – thus when our equipment 
pool develops and changes over time we can adjust the questions we ask

Designed to be directly linked with our inventory management system

Designed with modern programming techniques allowing us to manage the 
software in house
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Satellite applications 
would support 
specific 
voyage/programme
management 
functions based on 
individual national 
organisations needs. 
The design of these 
applications would 
be compatible for 
interfacing with the 
core project 
applications 
therefore available 
for other partners to 
adopt if desired. 

Future development of system


